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An Indian Language Dictionary in Braille Form for the First Time.

An Initiative by Cre-A:
(TheEnglishtext followsthe Tamil text.)
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An Indian Language Dictionary in Braille Form for the First Time.
An Initiative by Cre-A:

TheCre-A: Dictionary of Contemporary Tamil (Tamil-Tamil-English) 2008, will soon be
avalableinBrailleform. Initiated by Cre-A: and funded by Cognizant Foundation, the conversion of the
Cre-A: dictionary toitsBrailleimprint has been undertaken by the Madurai-based Indian Association
for theBlind (1AB), anot-for-profit organization in the service of the Visually Challenged.

Cre-A: hasprovided afreelicenseto | AB. To enablethe conversion, an editable el ectronic
verson of thedictionary, whichisnormally shared with ingtitutionswith interestsin lexicography and
aliedfieldsat apriceof Rs. 41akh, hasbeen passed onto IAB, free of cost.

Theinitid activitiesfor the Brailleedition have begun. Theentire project of producing 40 copies
of theBrailleversionis expected to be completed by theend of 2010/ early 2011. The cost of
producing these 40 copieswill be approximately. Rs. 11 lakhs. Thisentire production costisbeing
funded by the Cognizant Foundation, the CSR arm of Cognizant, theglobal I T major. Cognizant
Foundation has been supporting severa projectsin the areas of education and healthcare, acrossindia.

TheBrallleedition of the Cre-A: Dictionary of Contemporary Tamil will bedistributed free of
cost to al the 20 school sfor the visually handicapped in the State of Tamil Nadu andto 20
organisationsthat have personsvisualy challenged.

“ Each page of the standard print dictionary will become 6 pagesin the Brailleedition. Sothe
Brailledictionary will haveabout 8400 pagesand will be publishedin 70 volumes®, saysMr. Jinnah,
Founder and Secretary General of IAB.
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